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20260718 POSSIBLE SEVERE WEATHER EVENT

Date: 19 July 2026

Summary

Clinton County Emergency Management Agency conducted enhanced monitoring from (6-19 July 2026 for heat, air-quality
concerns, thunderstorms, and the potential for severe weather affecting Clinton County. The primary operational concern
was the possibility of severe thunderstorms on Saturday, 18 July, during the final day of the Clinton County Fair and several
other outdoor or time-sensitive events.

The National Weather Service initially placed Clinton County within a Level Z of 3 severe-weather risk, with damaging winds
as the primary threat. Forecast timing changed several times before the principal period of concern was refined to
approximately B:00 p.m. through 1:00 a.m. Storms also developed during the afternoon, prompting several Special Weather
Statements for portions of Clinton County for wind gusts of up to 40 mph. Additional storms affected southwestern Clinton
County during the evening with gusty winds, very heavy rainfall, poor visibility, and possible hydroplaning. No severe-
weather warnings, significant damage, injuries, lifeline disruptions, or requests for EMA assistance were documented.

EMA manitored National Weather Service products, radar, lightning, observed conditions, and known special events.
Coordination outside EMA was limited to communicating inbound weather impacts to the Fairgrounds throughout the week.
No resource coordination, field response, Emergency Operations Center activation, or protective-action mission was
requested.

(verall performance was rated 8 out of 0. Early monitoring, identification of exposed special events, and continuing
weather awareness supported a successful outcome. The two primary observations were the |ack of documented review or
validation of the draft Fair Playbook by the Clinton County Agricultural Society and incomplete documentation of the specific
weather updates provided to Fairgrounds personnel. Neither issue produced a documented operational failure during this
event, but both should be addressed before future fairs.

Incident Overview and Milestones

Incident Overview
» |ncident: 20260718 Possible Severe Weather
s [4H Reference: 00064
= [Iperational period: 16 July 2026 at B:48 a.m. through 13 July 2026 at 8:00 a.m.
=  Area affected: Clinton County, Ohio
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Incident type: Enhanced severe-weather monitoring

Lead organization: Clinton County Emergency Management Agency

Primary supported event: Clinton County Fair

(utcome: Monitoring completed without a request for EMA operational support or documented significant
impacts.

Milestone Timeline

14-13 July: EMA began maonitoring elevated heat conditions, with forecast heat-index values generally in the upper
90s during the hottest portion of the week.

16 July, B:48 a.m : EMA established the D4H incident for enhanced monitoring and precautionary planning for the
18 July severe-weather threat.

16 July, 8:00 a.m.: Known special events were entered into D4H to identify outdoor activities and populations
potentially exposed to severe weather.

17 July: The forecast expanded to include possible strong or severe storms on both Friday and Saturday.
Lightning and rainfall were monitored as storms affected portions of the county.

18 July, 10:14 a.m.: The National Weather Service refined the principal severe-weather period to approximately
6:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m., with damaging winds remaining the primary concern.

18 July, afternoon and evening: Multiple strong thunderstorms crossed portions of Clinton County. National
Weather Service statements identified potential wind gusts up to 40 mph, lightning, heavy rain, and reduced
driving visibility.

19 July, 8:00 a.m.: Enhanced monitoring ended with no significant damage, lifeline impact, resource request, or
further EMA mission documented.

Operational Impacts and Response Actions

Public Impacts

No weather-related injuries or responder injuries were documented.

No significant structural, agricultural, Fairgrounds, or public-infrastructure damage was reported.

No protective actions, evacuations, public shelter operations, or emergency closures were requested through
EMA.

Two Cowan Lake sunset kayak activities were listed as cancelled; available records do not identify the reason for
cancellation.

Incident Coordination

EMA maintained enhanced monitoring through D4H using National Weather Service briefings, iNWS products,
radar, lightning information, and observed conditions.

The D4H Special Events section identified the Fair and other outdoor activities to support awareness of exposed
locations and operating periods.

EMA communicated inbound weather information to Fairgrounds personnel throughout the week.

The Fairgrounds did not request additional EMA coordination, resources, public messaging. or operational support.
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Community Lifeline Impacts

No Clinton County Community Lifeline experienced a documented degradation requiring stabilization or restoration. Safety
and Security, Energy, Communications, Transportation, Health and Medical, and other lifelines remained operational bas ed
on available records.

Performance Findings

Sustained Practices

Weather Monitoring and Situational Awareness —Met

EMA established enhanced monitoring before the primary threat period and maintained awareness as forecast
timing and expected impacts changed.

National Weather Service information was supplemented with radar, lightning detection. observed conditions, and
event-location awareness.

Sustain: Continue opening precautionary D4H incidents when severe weather overlaps major outdoor events.

|dentification and Support of Special Events— Met

EMA identified known outdoor and time-sensitive events, including the Clinton County Fair, and incorporated them
into the D4H situation page.

Weather information was communicated to the Fairgrounds before and during the period of concern.

Sustain: Continue event-based weather monitoring and direct communication with organizers when forecast
hazards may affect large gatherings.

Observations

Fair Playbook Review and Validation— Partially Met

EMA prepared a draft Clinton County Fair Playbook addressing event coordination, weather monitoring, protective
actions, communications, and other operational considerations. The document was provided to the Agricultural
Society in late May and again in early June; no comments were received.

The draft remained unvalidated by the Agricultural Society, and venue-specific items requiring its input—including
the Fairground storm-shelter map and emergency contact information—were not completed in the available copy.
This did not result in a documented failure during the 18 July weather event, but it left uncertainty regarding
whether Fair leadership had accepted the proposed procedures and whether event-specific information was
complete and current.

Recommendation: Coordination review. Establish a defined annual review deadline, require written
acknowledgement, and document approval or unresolved issues before Fair operations begin.

Partner Communication Documentation— Partially Met

EMA communicated inbound weather impacts to the Fairgrounds throughout the week; however, the available D4H
record does not consistently document the time, recipient, information provided, acknowledgement, or resulting
Fairgrounds decision.

The limited record prevents full reconstruction of how forecast updates were received and incorporated into Fair
operations.
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=  Recommendation: Documentation practice. Record significant partner notifications in D4H using the time,
recipient or organization, information shared, requested action, and response or decision.

Records and Source Limitations

= The official incident record is maintained in D4H Incident 00064 and the supporting EMA source packet.

=  Primary sources reviewed included the D4H log, Situation Report, special-events list, National Weather Service
briefings. iNWS products, and the draft Clinton County Fair Playbook.

=  Exact records of the late-May and early-June Playbook transmittals and the weather communications provided to
Fairgrounds personnel were not included in the source packet.

= No Agricultural Society comments, acknowledgement, operational report, or post-event documentation was
provided.

= No photographs, damage reports, dispatch records, resource requests, or partner impact reports were available.

= lnrelated entries contained within the broad D4H monitoring log were excluded from this AAR.
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