
 

 

 

 

 

 

Classification Note:  UNRESTRICTED  

Prepared by: Clinton County EMA 

Purpose: This After-Action Report documents significant actions, impacts, sustained practices, and observations associated with the 21 July 2026 
severe-weather event. It is intended to support organizational learning, planning, training, and future preparedness. 

20260721 ENHANCED Weather Risk: 

Lees Creek EF-0 Tornado 
Published Date: 23 July 2026 

Summary 

On 21 July 2026, severe thunderstorms crossed Clinton County and produced damaging winds, intense lightning, heavy 

rainfall, localized flooding, downed trees and utility lines, power outages, roadway hazards, minor property damage, and an 

EF-0 tornado near Lees Creek. The National Weather Service confirmed that the tornado occurred from approximately 3:09 

PM to 3:13 PM, traveled 3.4 miles, reached a maximum width of 75 yards, and produced estimated peak winds of 75 mph. 

The more significant impacts were concentrated across east-central Clinton County, particularly near Sabina and Lees 

Creek. No injuries, fatalities, major structural losses, or countywide Community Lifeline failures were documented.  

Clinton County Emergency Management Agency operated under Enhanced Monitoring. Based on the forecast and 

information available before impact, conditions did not justify a Warm Emergency Operations Center or partial activation. 

EMA monitored weather products, maintained direct coordination with the National Weather Service Wilmington office, 

distributed public alerts, updated the Emergency Notice page, documented impacts in D4H, and coordinated information 

with local officials, dispatch centers, fire departments, utilities, nongovernmental organizations, and residents.  

During the Tornado Warning, EMA contacted the NWS Wilmington Operations Desk to obtain additional information on the 

location, movement, and expected duration of the threat. NWS advised that radar-indicated rotation was near Lees Creek, 

moving east, and expected to leave Clinton County within several minutes. EMA later confirmed that the circulation had 

cleared the county and issued an all-clear update. 

The first operational use of the EMA SPOT Report was a significant success. Public submissions provided firsthand 

observations, photographs, video, and damage locations that improved situational awareness and supported the 22 July 

NWS post-storm survey. NWS subsequently confirmed the EF-0 tornado path began near Henry Road, continued east across 

State Route 729, and produced its most significant documented damage along Larrick Road. 

Public information coordination produced substantial reach. The primary severe-weather webpage received 2,918 views 

from 2,729 sessions on 21 July, while related Facebook content generated 34,541 views. Individual posts reached 

established followers and members of the broader public, and the Lees Creek SPOT Report request generated significant 

public interaction that supported damage collection and post-storm assessment. 
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Overall performance is assessed at approximately 7.5 to 8 out of 10. Timely alerts, direct NWS coordination, multi-platform 

public information, SPOT reporting, and post-storm follow-up were effective. The primary concerns were the rapid volume 

of incoming information managed by one person and duplicate alerts caused by overlapping WENS subscription lists. 

Incident Overview and Milestones 

Incident Overview 
• Incident Name: 21 July 2026 Enhanced Risk Severe Weather 

• Operational Period: 19–22 July 2026, with primary impacts during the afternoon and evening of 21 July 

• Area Affected: Clinton County, with more significant impacts in Sabina, Lees Creek, and surrounding east-central 

areas 

• Incident Type: Severe weather (severe thunderstorms, damaging wind, intense lightning, localized flooding, utility 

disruption, and an EF-0 tornado) 

• Lead Organization: Clinton County Emergency Management Agency 

• Supporting Organizations: National Weather Service Wilmington; Clinton County Sheriff’s Office Dispatch; 

Wilmington Dispatch; local fire and emergency medical services agencies; road and public works crews; utilities; 

local officials; residents; and nongovernmental partners 

• Overall Outcome: Localized impacts from severe thunderstorms and a confirmed EF-0 tornado were stabilized 

without EOC activation, injuries, fatalities, major structural loss, or prolonged countywide disruption 

Significant Milestones 
• 19 July: NWS Wilmington issued initial decision-support information identifying an Enhanced Risk across part of 

Clinton County, with damaging winds as the primary threat. EMA began monitoring and public preparedness 

messaging. 

• 20 July: EMA activated the Emergency Notice page, distributed preparedness information, updated partner 

contact information, and continued Enhanced Monitoring. 

• 21 July, morning: Updated NWS guidance increased tornado concern across southeastern Clinton County and 

identified damaging winds, hail, lightning, and heavy rain as additional hazards.  

• Early afternoon: A Severe Thunderstorm Watch was issued, and storms intensified while moving across the 

county. 

• Approximately 3:07 PM: NWS issued a Tornado Warning affecting eastern Clinton County and the Lees Creek area.  

• 3:09–3:13 PM: An EF-0 tornado traveled approximately 3.4 miles through the Lees Creek area, beginning about 

five miles south-southwest of Sabina and ending about four miles north-northwest of Highland. Estimated peak 

winds were 75 mph, and the maximum path width was 75 yards. 

• Approximately 3:10 PM: EMA contacted the NWS Wilmington Operations Desk. NWS confirmed radar-indicated 

rotation near Lees Creek, moving east and expected to leave Clinton County within approximately five minutes.  

• Approximately 3:19–3:22 PM: NWS confirmed that the circulation had cleared Clinton County. EMA issued an all-

clear alert while advising continued monitoring. 

• 3:28 PM: EMA issued a Village of Sabina alert for flooding and closure along Washington Avenue.  

• Afternoon and evening: Dispatch centers, fire departments, residents, utilities, and local officials reported downed 

trees, utility lines, roadway hazards, flooding, property damage, and outages. 

• 4:19 PM: EMA requested storm reports from the Lees Creek area through the public SPOT Report.  

• 22 July, 7:30 AM: EMA distributed an initial countywide impact summary to mayors and partner stakeholders. 
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• 22 July, 1:30–3:30 PM: EMA participated in a post-storm field survey with an NWS Wilmington team led by Logan 

Clark. 

• 22 July, 6:40 PM: NWS Wilmington issued a Public Information Statement confirming the Lees Creek tornado as 

an EF-0. 

 

Operational Impacts and Response Actions 

Public and Property Impacts 
• Multiple residents reported downed trees and 

limbs, trees affecting electrical or 

communications lines, utility outages, and 

debris on private property and roadways. 

• Several residences and outbuildings sustained 

minor damage, including broken windows, 

displaced exterior materials, possible roof 

damage, and damaged electrical service lines. 

• Residents near Larrick Road reported a loud 

roaring sound, significant wind, shaking or 

swaying of a residence, and visual observations 

consistent with the subsequently confirmed 

tornado. 

• NWS identified the first tornadic damage near Henry Road, where a hardwood tree snapped and fell onto the roof 

of a residence. Additional damage included flattened corn and minor tree damage near Henry Road and State 

Route 729. 

• Damage was primarily tree- and crop-related. The NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit documented seven quality-

controlled damage points, including five locations involving uprooted hardwood trees and two locations involving 

other minor damage. No injuries or fatalities were associated with the documented damage points. 

• The most significant documented damage 

occurred along Larrick Road, where multiple 

properties sustained tree damage. At one 

property, six trees were uprooted or snapped 

at their bases. The final observed damage 

included an uprooted tree and partially 

flattened corn farther east along Larrick Road. 

• No injuries, fatalities, major residential 

destruction, or significant responder injuries 

were documented. 

• Initial countywide reporting indicated that the 

more significant impacts were concentrated in 

east-central Clinton County, especially near 

Sabina and Lees Creek. 
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Community Lifeline Impacts 
 

Safety and Security 

• Fire, law enforcement, dispatch, road, and public works personnel responded to downed trees, utility hazards, 

flooding, and blocked roadways. 

• The Clinton County Sheriff’s Office reportedly provided traffic control where live wires were down in a roadway.  

• The lifeline remained operational, with localized response demands and no documented loss of emergency-service 

capability. 

Energy 

• Available outage-tracker information for AES Ohio showed: 

o 3:00-3:59 PM:  942 

o 4:00-4:59 PM:  945 

o 5:00-5:59 PM:  950 

o 6:00-6:59 PM:  906 

o 7:00-7:59 PM:  899 

o 8:00-8:59 PM:  10 

o 9:00-9:59 PM:  12 

o 10:00-10:59 PM:  13 

o 11:00-11:59 PM:  9 

o Midnight:  0 

• The reported peak of 950 outages represented approximately 5.3 percent of 17,780 tracked county customers.  

• The Energy Lifeline was temporarily degraded, affecting scattered customers and creating downed-line hazards. 

• Conditions improved rapidly, with near-complete restoration by 8:00 PM and no reported outages by midnight. 

• Utility restoration information was supplemented by regional utility updates and direct utility contacts. Duke 

Energy reported broader regional restoration activity and continued coordination during the event period. 

Transportation 

• Flooding temporarily closed Washington Avenue and a fallen tree blocked North College Street near Washington 

Avenue in Sabina. 

• Additional reports involved trees or utility lines affecting Antioch Road, Larrick Road, Farmers Road, Snow Hill 

Road, Clarksville Road, and other locations. 

• Transportation impacts were localized and temporary. 

• Road crews, public works personnel, fire departments, law enforcement, and utility personnel addressed hazards 

as reports were received. 

Communications 

• Utility and communications lines were affected at several locations. 

• No widespread public-safety communications failure or dispatch interruption was documented. 

• The Communications Lifeline remained operational, with localized infrastructure impacts requiring utility or 

communications-provider response. 

Lightning Activity 
• EMA analysis identified 834 recorded lightning strokes inside Clinton County between approximately 2:30 PM and 

3:21 PM. 

• The most active period was 3:00–3:15 PM, when 592 strokes were recorded. 

• The most active five-minute period was 3:05–3:10 PM, with 238 strokes. 

• The three jurisdictions with the highest totals were: 

o Richland Township: 306 strokes 
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o Union Township: 186 strokes 

o Wayne Township: 101 strokes 

• The three strongest recorded strokes were: 

o 92 kiloamperes: Richland Township at approximately 3:06 PM 

o 78 kiloamperes: Clark Township at approximately 3:00 PM 

o 70 kiloamperes: Richland Township at approximately 3:08 PM 

• The greatest concentration occurred across east-central and eastern Clinton County, supporting attention to 

electrical infrastructure, communications equipment, agricultural areas, downed-line hazards, and delayed 

damage reports. 

• These figures represent recorded strokes rather than separate flashes. A single lightning flash may contain 

multiple strokes. 

Incident Coordination  
• EMA maintained Enhanced Monitoring from the EMA office rather than activating the EOC.  

• This posture was consistent with the forecast, observed impacts, and absence of widespread lifeline failure. 

• EMA coordinated requests for information with NWS Wilmington to clarify the location, movement, and expected 

duration of the Tornado Warning threat. 

• Dispatch and fire-department records were incorporated into the countywide impact picture. 

• Nongovernmental partners were contacted regarding potential debris-assistance availability. The inquiry was for 

situational awareness and did not constitute a mission request. 

• Local officials received information on debris assistance, residential damage reporting, and damage-assessment 

processes. 

• EMA advised that it had drone capability available for post-storm survey support and coordinated the afternoon 

survey with NWS Wilmington personnel. 

Public Information and Damage Reporting 
• EMA used the Emergency Notice page, Heads Up Message updates, Facebook, CCEA alerts, and direct coordination 

with local officials and partners to provide consistent information before, during, and after the event. 

• Website traffic on 21 July showed strong public use of EMA online information: 

o Heads Up Message severe-weather page: 2,918 views from 2,729 sessions 

o EMA home page: 229 views from 202 sessions 

o SPOT Report page: 187 views from 178 sessions 

o Cooling information: 114 views from 110 sessions 

o Emergency-alert information: 111 views from 96 sessions 

o Tornado preparedness page: 102 views from 98 sessions 

• Facebook content associated with the event generated 34,541 views, extending the reach of EMA information 

beyond direct alert recipients. 

• The 20 July preparedness post generated approximately 4,254 viewers, 198 engagements, 146 content clicks, 96 

link clicks, and 11 shares. Approximately 40 percent of viewers were not existing page followers.  

• Update No. 4 generated approximately 8,241 viewers, 532 engagements, 428 content clicks, 284 link clicks, and 25 

shares. Viewer distribution was nearly evenly divided between followers and non-followers. 

• The incomplete post-storm update generated approximately 8,961 viewers and 817 engagements, including 774 

content clicks. 
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• The Lees Creek SPOT Report request reached approximately 3,306 viewers and generated 495 engagements, 

including 479 content clicks. 

• A lightning-information post generated approximately 3,615 viewers and 126 engagements. 

• The first operational use of the SPOT Report produced useful reports from residents, including direct 

observations, photographs, video, and property-impact information. 

• SPOT submissions helped identify locations requiring additional review and supported the NWS survey of the 

confirmed EF-0 tornado path. 

• The initial countywide summary directed residents to the SPOT Report and debris-assistance pages. 

• The combination of website updates, Facebook posts, text alerts, and direct partner communication created 

multiple paths for residents to receive information and provide reports. 

Post-Storm Survey 
• EMA coordinated with NWS Wilmington and made drone capability available to support the post-storm assessment. 

• From 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM on 22 July, EMA participated in an NWS-led field survey along Beatty, Regan, Henry, and 

Larrick Roads and State Routes 72 and 729. 

• At 6:40 PM on 22 July, NWS Wilmington issued a Public Information Statement confirming an EF-0 tornado near 

Lees Creek. 

• The tornado began at approximately 3:09 PM, about five miles south-southwest of Sabina, and ended at 

approximately 3:13 PM, about four miles north-northwest of Highland. 

• The NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit documented seven quality-controlled damage points along the surveyed 

path. Five involved uprooted hardwood trees and two involved other minor damage. Point-based estimated winds 

ranged from approximately 70 to 76 mph, supporting the final EF-0 classification and the published peak-wind 

estimate of 75 mph. 

• The confirmed path was 3.4 miles long, reached a maximum width of 75 yards, and had estimated peak winds of 75 

mph. 

• The first identified tornadic damage occurred near Henry Road, where a hardwood tree snapped and fell onto a 

residence. Additional tree and crop damage continued eastward across State Route 729. 

• The most significant damage occurred along Larrick Road, where several properties sustained tree damage, 

including one property where six trees were uprooted or snapped at their bases. 

• No injuries or fatalities occurred. 

• NWS thanked Clinton County EMA for its assistance with the storm-damage survey. 

Performance Findings 

Sustained Practices 
 

Enhanced Monitoring and Proportional Activation — Met 

• EMA operated under Enhanced Monitoring rather than activating a Warm or Partial EOC solely because of the 

forecast risk, Tornado Warning, or subsequently confirmed EF-0 tornado. 

• This posture was consistent with established activation doctrine. Incident Command and routine agency 

procedures remained effective; impacts to Community Lifelines were localized and temporary; government 

operations remained functional; and no unmet resource, life-safety, or countywide coordination requirements 

developed. 
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• Enhanced Monitoring allowed EMA to maintain situational awareness, coordinate directly with NWS Wilmington and 

partner agencies, document impacts, support public information, and develop a Common Operating Picture 

without creating an unnecessary EOC staffing requirement. 

• Sustain the use of scalable monitoring and activation levels based on operational needs, coordination demands, 

information-management requirements, resource strain, and actual or anticipated Community Lifeline impacts—

not solely on the incident type, forecast category, warning issuance, or public perception. 

Direct NWS Coordination — Met 

• EMA contacted the NWS Operations Desk during the Tornado Warning to obtain location, movement, timing, and all -

clear information. 

• This provided useful context for public messaging and local situational awareness. 

• Sustain direct requests for information during short-duration, location-specific weather threats. 

Public Information and SPOT Reporting — Met 

• EMA coordinated public information through the website, Emergency Notice page, Heads Up Messages, Facebook, 

CCEA alerts, and direct partner communications. 

• Website and Facebook analytics show that severe-weather information reached a substantial audience, including 

many people who did not already follow the EMA Facebook page. 

• The primary severe-weather webpage received 2,918 views, while related Facebook content generated 34,541 

views during the event period. 

• The first operational use of the SPOT Report successfully collected public observations, photographs, video, and 

damage locations that helped identify areas for follow-up and supported the NWS survey of the confirmed EF-0 

tornado path. 

• Sustain the coordinated use of the EMA website, social media, emergency alerts, and SPOT reporting during future 

incidents. 

Observations 
 

Single-Person Information Management — Partially Met 

• Weather products, warnings, partner reports, public messages, dispatch information, and resident submissions 

arrived rapidly and often simultaneously. 

• One person was responsible for prioritizing monitoring, verification, messaging, documentation, and coordination. 

• Storm-related observations and questions sent through personal text conversations added to the volume of 

incoming information and created occasional distractions during the most active period. 

• Recommendation: Staffing and information-management review. 

WENS Alert-List Duplication — Partially Met 

• Some subscribers had enrolled in multiple overlapping WENS lists, including countywide, all-county warning, and 

time-limited warning lists. 

• Subscribers may not have understood that each checked option represented a separate distribution list and could 

produce duplicate alerts. 

• Duplicate delivery increased public-message repetition and cellular-carrier passthrough activity, contributing to 

increased vendor costs. 

• Discussion with Inspiron Logistics identified a possible path to consolidate overlapping lists.  
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• Merging or restructuring overlapping lists may reduce duplicate alerts, simplify subscriber choices, and lower 

unnecessary carrier passthrough activity. 

• Recommendation: Public information and system-configuration review. 

Partner Impact Documentation — Partially Met 

• Dispatch, fire, utility, and resident reports provided valuable impact information. 

• Some records did not identify the final disposition, responsible utility or communications provider, restoration 

time, or whether an initial report was confirmed. 

• This limited the completeness of the initial countywide impact rollup. 

• Recommendation: Documentation practice. 

Records and Source Limitations 
• The official incident record will be maintained in Clinton County EMA office files in physical and electronic form. 

• A copy of the completed AAR will be attached to the related event on the EMA Emergency Notice page.  

• Primary records reviewed included the D4H incident log, NWS forecast and warning products, the 22 July NWS 

storm-survey Public Information Statement, the NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit, alerts, dispatch summaries, 

fire-department reports, SPOT submissions, emails, utility updates, website analytics, Facebook insights, damage 

photographs, video, and public information products. 

• The NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit contained seven quality-controlled damage points, associated photographs, 

geographic coordinates, damage indicators, and estimated wind values. Detailed coordinates and individual 

property photographs remain in the official incident record and are not reproduced in this unrestricted AAR. 

• NWS Wilmington confirmed an EF-0 tornado near Lees Creek with estimated peak winds of 75 mph, a path length 

of 3.4 miles, and a maximum width of 75 yards. The NWS statement notes that the information remains subject to 

final review and publication in NWS Storm Data. 

• Three Toolkit damage-point records contained a storm-date value inconsistent with the confirmed 21 July event 

and with their own 22 July survey timestamps. These values were treated as apparent data-entry or export 

errors. The official NWS Public Information Statement was used as the controlling source for the tornado date 

and time. 

• Public SPOT reports were treated as reported observations and were correlated with field-survey findings rather 

than used independently to confirm the tornado. 

• Website traffic figures were obtained from EMA website analytics for 21 July 2026. 

• Facebook figures were obtained from Meta post-insight summaries and may include repeated views by the same 

user. Views should not be interpreted as the number of unique county residents reached.  

• Facebook insights were available for selected posts and did not provide complete traffic-source information for 

every post. 

• Available outage figures were based on a third-party outage-tracker display for AES Ohio and were used to show 

the general restoration trend. 

• Some dispatch and partner records documented initial conditions but did not include complete final disposition or 

restoration information. 

• Detailed residential addresses, names, telephone numbers, photographs, videos, and other personally identifiable 

information remain in the official incident record and are not reproduced in this unrestricted AAR. 




