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Post-Event Summary: Extreme Heat Warning / 

Independence Day & 250th Anniversary Monitoring 

Incident Period: 28 June – 5 July 2026 
Publish Date: 6 July 2026 
Area: Clinton County, Ohio 
Status: Monitoring period complete 

 

Clinton County EMA completed an enhanced 

monitoring period for the late June and early 

July extreme heat event, Independence Day 

activities, fireworks displays, and America’s 

250th Anniversary-related public gatherings. 

The event began with a Heat Advisory and later 

escalated to an Extreme Heat Warning for 

Clinton County. Hot and humid conditions 

continued through the holiday period, with 

warm overnight temperatures limiting relief. As 

the week progressed, weather concerns also 

expanded to include scattered thunderstorms, 

lightning, gusty winds, heavy rainfall, and 

localized flooding potential during the Independence Day event 

window. 

During the monitoring period, Clinton County EMA tracked weather 

conditions, public safety concerns, outdoor event conditions, cooling 

needs, possible power outage impacts, responder safety, and public 

messaging needs. EMA also monitored planned community events in 

Wilmington, Blanchester, and Sabina, including parades, festivals, 

and fireworks-related activities. 

No countywide Lifeline disruption, major local incident, or direct 

Clinton County storm impact was reported to EMA during the 

monitoring period. Regional storm activity on July 4 generally 
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passed north of Clinton County while moving east. No major local issues, complaints, or adverse event outcomes were 

reported to EMA. 

This was a successful enhanced monitoring operation. The week served as a useful reminder that summer holiday events 

can involve several overlapping risks at the same time, including dangerous heat, large outdoor gatherings, fireworks, 

power demand, and rapidly changing weather. 

Key Public Takeaways 
Residents and event organizers are encouraged to keep heat safety, weather awareness, and event flexibility in mind for 

future summer activities. 

Plan for water, shade, cooling breaks, and a way to receive weather updates. 

Check on older adults, young children, outdoor workers, people without reliable cooling, and residents who depend on 

electrically powered medical equipment. 

For outdoor events, identify who has authority to delay, pause, or cancel activities if lightn ing, strong wind, heavy rain, or 

unsafe conditions develop. 

Secure temporary tents, vendor displays, and inflatables before wind or storms arrive.  

Use trusted weather sources and follow instructions from local public safety officials.  

Clinton County EMA will continue using event monitoring, public messaging, and partner coordination to support community 

safety during high-impact weather and major public events. 

Final Status: Monitoring complete. No major local impacts were reported to Clinton County EMA.  
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Clinton County EMA  -  00062  20260629-20260704 EXTREME HEAT WARNING / 250 Anniversary Exported by Thomas Breckel
07:48 Jul 5, 2026 | TZ: US/Eastern

STATUS INCIDENT NAME INCIDENT TYPE START DATE END DATE

Active 20260629-20260704
Heat Advisory / 250
Anniversary

Extreme Heat 06/28/2026 12:00 07/05/2026 06:30

DESCRIPTION

Clinton County EMA is monitoring continued hot and humid conditions following the Extreme Heat Warning that was in effect
through 8:00 PM Friday, 3 July 2026. A Heat Advisory remains in effect through 8:00 PM Saturday, 4 July 2026. Heat
remains a concern for Independence Day activities, especially for outdoor events, public safety operations, event staff,
volunteers, older adults, young children, people with medical needs, residents without reliable cooling, and those who rely
on electrically powered medical equipment.

Residents and visitors should drink water regularly, limit strenuous outdoor activity, take breaks in shade or air conditioning,
check on older adults, young children, neighbors, and anyone without reliable cooling, and never leave people or pets in
parked vehicles. Heat impacts can build over several days, and very warm overnight temperatures may limit recovery.

EMA is also monitoring possible heat-related impacts, including power outages, cooling needs, responder heat stress, and
concerns for medically vulnerable residents. Any outage during hot weather can quickly create additional concerns for
cooling, charging, communications, private wells, traffic signals, and medically vulnerable residents.

Scattered thunderstorms are expected Saturday, becoming more numerous during the afternoon and evening hours. Storms
may produce lightning, gusty or damaging winds, heavy rainfall, and localized flooding. Confidence remains low on exact
storm timing and location, but outdoor events should continue monitoring conditions and be prepared to pause, delay, or
adjust plans if storms approach.

Clinton County EMA will continue monitoring NWS Wilmington, public safety, utility, and event-related information and will
update public messaging as needed.

IMPACTS

Clinton County is expected to experience continued hot and humid conditions through Saturday, 4 July 2026, with NWS
Wilmington identifying extreme heat as an elevated area-wide threat. The Extreme Heat Warning that was in effect through
Friday evening has ended, but a Heat Advisory remains in effect through 8:00 PM Saturday, Independence Day. The
greatest operational concern remains cumulative heat exposure, especially for outdoor gatherings, responders, public works
crews, law enforcement, event staff, volunteers, older adults, young children, individuals with chronic medical conditions,
residents without reliable cooling, and residents dependent on electrically powered medical equipment.

Very warm overnight lows have limited recovery time and may increase the potential for heat exhaustion, heat stroke, EMS
calls, welfare checks, and cooling-related needs. Heat-related illnesses remain a concern during hot and humid conditions,
particularly for those working, responding, volunteering, or participating in outdoor activities. Outdoor events, setup and
teardown operations, public works activity, law enforcement coverage, fire/EMS responses, and volunteer support functions
may all require additional attention to hydration, shade, cooling breaks, and responder rehab. The effects of heat are
cumulative, so continued exposure over multiple days may increase impacts even where daily heat index values vary.

The recent extended heat period increased demand on the electrical grid due to sustained cooling needs. The U.S.
Department of Energy emergency order to PJM Interconnection provided regional electric reliability support during the
period of high demand and expired at 11:59 PM ET on 3 July 2026. Clinton County is within the PJM Interconnection
footprint. No countywide service interruption has been identified at this time; however, continued monitoring remains
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warranted for localized outages, increased demand on utility restoration resources, and cascading impacts if outages occur
during hot weather.

An overnight outage in Blanchester on Tuesday night, 30 June, affecting approximately 109 customers has been restored,
but the event confirms that even localized outages during extreme heat can create operational concerns. Any additional
outage during hot weather could create cascading impacts for residents, long-term care or congregate care facilities,
medically vulnerable individuals, private wells, communications access, traffic signals, and cooling locations. If outages
occur, EMA should monitor for Priority 1 Patient concerns, welfare check needs, cooling or charging needs, generator/fuel
concerns, and utility restoration timelines.

Responder availability should be treated as an elevated monitoring concern during the holiday period. At least one district
has reported limited medic availability and reduced staffing coverage, and similar vacation, volunteer availability, or
schedule-related challenges may exist in other areas. No countywide response failure has been identified at this time, but
reduced response depth could increase reliance on mutual aid, create challenges during concurrent incidents, and place
additional strain on responders during heat-related EMS calls, fireworks-related fires, outdoor events, power/cooling
emergencies, or weather-related incidents.

Holiday activities and fireworks may increase the potential for grass, brush, or small outside fires, especially where dry fuels,
heat, wind, or unsafe fireworks use are present. Fire response impacts may be compounded by responder heat stress,
increased call volume, holiday-related staffing or volunteer availability challenges, and the need for responder rehab during
extended operations. Fireworks displays should continue monitoring weather conditions, including wind, lightning, heavy
rain, storm timing, and localized flooding, and should be prepared to delay, pause, modify, or cancel if conditions affect safe
launch, fallout, smoke, debris, or spectator areas.

Scattered thunderstorms are expected Saturday, becoming more numerous during the afternoon and evening hours. Storms
may begin as pop-up thunderstorms before organizing into slow-moving multi-cell clusters. Damaging winds are identified as
an elevated area-wide threat, with scattered downed trees and powerlines possible primarily Saturday afternoon into
Saturday night. Areal flash/flooding remains a limited threat, with isolated or localized flooding possible. Confidence remains
low on exact storm timing and location, but outdoor events should be prepared for lightning, gusty or damaging winds, heavy
rainfall, localized flooding, delays, or short-notice safety decisions.

Lightning remains a key concern for outdoor events, parades, fireworks displays, vendor areas, parking areas, and spectator
gatherings. Gusty winds may also affect event infrastructure, especially unsecured 10x10 pop-up tents, vendor tents,
temporary shelters, signs, lightweight displays, flags, inflatables, trash containers, and other loose items. Event organizers
should ensure temporary shelters are properly anchored or taken down before gusty conditions arrive and should be ready
to pause, delay, or adjust activities if storms approach.

Sunday post-event operations should also remain weather-aware. Even if the primary public events have ended, teardown
activities, cleanup operations, vendor departure, temporary shelter removal, trash collection, barricade removal, equipment
loading, and public works support may still be exposed to heat, lightning, heavy rainfall, or gusty winds. Communities should
continue monitoring weather conditions if Sunday activities or post-event operations are planned.

Public safety impacts remain possible due to larger gatherings and America’s 250th Anniversary-related activities. No
specific known threat to Clinton County events has been identified at this time. Monitoring should remain focused on general
event safety, suspicious activity reporting, hoax threats, crowd-related EMS or law enforcement demand, and weather
impacts to outdoor gatherings.

Overall, the most likely impacts remain heat-related illness, responder fatigue, cooling needs, localized outage-related
cascading impacts, fireworks-related fire response, reduced responder availability, lightning safety, temporary tent or event
infrastructure concerns, localized flooding, and coordination needs for public gatherings. Additional monitoring is warranted
through Saturday evening and into post-event operations Sunday for thunderstorms, lightning, heavy rainfall, localized
flooding, wind damage, power outages, utility restoration, and safe teardown activities.

UPDATES

Time/Date Update
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06/28/2026 15:44 NWS ILN issues initial Wx Briefing

06/28/2026 16:48 NWS ILN issues HEAT ADVISORY

06/29/2026 01:47 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

06/29/2026 06:00 PIO page activated

06/29/2026 07:24 Cooling Shelter List updated: cc-ema.org/cooling

06/29/2026 16:14 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

06/30/2026 00:43 NWS ILN issues EXTREME HEAT WARNING

06/30/2026 01:13 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

06/30/2026 14:34 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/01/2026 00:42 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/01/2026 12:14
EXTREME HEAT WARNING extended till 8 pm on Friday, 3
July 2026

07/01/2026 12:53
This page updated with updated timing and impact
information.

07/01/2026 14:33 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/02/2026 04:12 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/02/2026 05:57 Timeline updated

07/02/2026 06:05 Updated Impacts

07/02/2026 13:48 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/03/2026 00:02

EXTREME HEAT WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL
8 PM EDT THIS EVENING ** HEAT ADVISORY IN
EFFECT FROM 8 PM THIS EVENING TO 8 PM EDT
SATURDAY

07/03/2026 04:22 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

07/03/2026 08:57 Updated Impacts

07/03/2026 23:57 NWS updated ILN Wx Briefing

TIMELINE

Clinton County EMA began monitoring a prolonged heat event on Sunday, 28 June 2026, after state and National Weather
Service information highlighted dangerously hot and humid conditions for the upcoming week. A Heat Advisory was initially
issued for Clinton County from noon Monday, 29 June, through 8:00 PM Thursday, 2 July.

Early Tuesday, 30 June, NWS Wilmington upgraded Clinton County to an Extreme Heat Warning, with dangerous heat
expected and heat index values around 102°F. On Wednesday, 1 July, the Extreme Heat Warning was extended through
8:00 PM Friday, 3 July 2026, with continued hot and humid conditions and very warm overnight lows providing little relief.

Through Thursday, 2 July, NWS Wilmington continued to identify extreme heat as a significant area-wide threat, with the
highest temperatures expected through Friday. Heat exhaustion or heat stroke remained likely with prolonged exposure, and
cumulative heat impacts remained a concern due to the long duration of the heat event.

By Friday evening, 3 July, the Extreme Heat Warning expired as scheduled at 8:00 PM; however, heat concerns continued
into Independence Day. The latest NWS Wilmington briefing issued at 11:57 PM Friday identified extreme heat as an
elevated area-wide threat through Saturday, with heat exhaustion likely during prolonged exposure and heat stroke possible.
A Heat Advisory remains in effect through 8:00 PM Saturday, 4 July 2026.
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Thunderstorm concerns have shifted primarily to Saturday afternoon and Saturday night. NWS Wilmington expects
scattered thunderstorms to develop Saturday, becoming more numerous during the afternoon and evening hours. Storms
may begin as pop-up thunderstorms before organizing into slow-moving multi-cell clusters. Damaging winds are identified as
an elevated area-wide threat, with scattered downed trees and powerlines possible. Areal flash/flooding remains a limited
threat, with isolated or localized flooding possible. Confidence remains low on exact timing and location.

For Independence Day events, the main operational concerns are continued heat, lightning, gusty or damaging winds, heavy
rainfall, localized flooding, fireworks timing, temporary tents or event infrastructure, and short-notice safety decisions. Event
organizers should continue monitoring conditions and be prepared to pause, delay, modify, or cancel activities if storms
approach.

Looking ahead to Sunday, conditions are expected to be slightly cooler, but still warm and humid. Thunderstorms may
remain possible at times through the weekend and could affect post-event operations, including teardown activities, cleanup,
vendor departure, temporary shelter removal, trash collection, barricade removal, equipment loading, and public works
support. EMA will continue monitoring for heat-related impacts, thunderstorm impacts, responder safety, power/cooling
concerns, utility impacts, and event-related coordination needs through the holiday weekend.

LOCATION (LEFT BLANK IF COUNTYWIDE)

LOCATION AT RISK/AFFECTED AREA

Clinton County, Ohio (USA) [Lat, Lng: 39.41497, -83.80843]

RISK AREA

WeatherStory 20260704.png

WEATHER INFO

DAY 1 WEATHER OUTLOOK SPC MESOSCALE ANALYSIS (MIDWEST) CURRENT NWS ILN WEATHER BRIEFING

spc.noaa.gov/partners/timing/cities/ima
ges/Wilmington_OH_ILN.png

spc.noaa.gov/exper/mesoanalysis/new/
viewsector.php?sector=20

weather.gov/media/iln/ILNBriefing.pdf

PUBLIC PROTECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THOSE DIRECTLY IMPACTED

WHO SHOULD REACT?

Everyone in Clinton County should pay attention to the Extreme Heat Warning, especially those attending outdoor 250th
Anniversary and holiday events. Higher-risk groups include older adults, young children, people with chronic medical


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conditions, outdoor workers, responders, event staff, volunteers, athletes, and residents without reliable cooling.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

Plan ahead before going outside. Drink water regularly, take frequent breaks, use shade or air conditioning when possible,
wear lightweight clothing, and reduce strenuous activity during the hottest parts of the day. Event organizers should consider
shade, water, cooling breaks, first aid access, and monitoring for signs of heat illness.

WHERE SHOULD YOU GO?

Go to air-conditioned locations when you need relief from the heat. This may include your home, a family member’s home,
public buildings, businesses, or other safe indoor locations. At outdoor events, use shaded areas, cooling areas, or staffed
first aid locations when available.

WHERE SHOULD YOU AVOID?

Avoid prolonged time in direct sun, crowded outdoor areas without shade, and unnecessary strenuous activity during peak
heat. Never leave children, vulnerable adults, or pets in parked vehicles. Avoid delaying action if someone shows signs of
heat illness, confusion, fainting, or worsening medical symptoms.

WHEN SHOULD YOU ACT?

Act before heat illness starts. Prepare before leaving for outdoor activities, take breaks early and often, and check on higher-
risk family members, neighbors, and friends throughout the heat event. Heat impacts can build over several days, and very
warm nights may limit recovery.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 3 - Emergency_supplies_list.pdf ready_pet-preparedness-flyer.pdf

power-outage_information-sheet.pdf tornado-information-sheet.pdf

thunderstorm-information-sheet.pdf are-you-ready-guide.pdf
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Clinton County EMA is also maintaining general awareness for non-weather public safety concerns associated with large
gatherings, fireworks activity, patriotic events, and America’s 250th Anniversary celebrations. No specific or credible threat to
Clinton County events has been identified at this time.

Larger gatherings may increase routine public safety demands, including suspicious activity reports, hoax threats, medical
calls, traffic concerns, lost persons, crowd-related issues, fireworks complaints, and requests for law enforcement, fire, or
EMS support. Residents and event attendees should report suspicious activity or hoax threats to law enforcement. Call 911
for emergencies.

For non-emergency situational awareness reports, residents may use the SPOT report option at cc-ema.org/spot.

DAMAGE REPORTING

LEARN HOW & WHAT TYPE OF DAMAGE TO REPORT LINK TO ORION DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

N/A N/A
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